PaOFESSOR DILL said: Although the attention of the Society has at different times of late been occupied with the consideration of placenta pr~evia it may not be altogether unprofitable if we should again pursue the inquiry of that important subject a little further.
I do not now intend to enter upon the discussion of ~hat vexed questiou--viz, the cause, or the causes~ of placenta pr0evia~ I merely mean to advance a few practical hints in relation to the management of a case of this kind, which recently came under my observation, which is not altogether devoid of interest, and which, I hope, may convey some practical information.
On Sunday morning last I was telegraphed for to see a lady in a distant country town. When I reached the house I found that Mrs. A. B. had been ill in labour from the day before, and that she had been attended to by the three physicians of the place. I was root by one of the medical gentlemen~ who told me that this was the lady's fourth pregnancy, that she had lost a large quantity of blood, and that as she was in such an extremely exhausted condition it was almost useless for him to return to the room. I, however, was ushered into the lying-in chamber, where I found the two gentlemen hanging over their patient, doing what best they could, anxiously waiting and watching for the end. I made a hasty examination. The face and the lips were deadly pale, the body was covered with cold perspiration. The pulse at times could not be felt, returning at longer and shorter intervals, but with a very feeble pulsation.
I at once lowered the head and shoulders, elevated the hips, and administered a little brandy and milk. As soon as po~ible I made a careful vaginal examination, and found there was still some loss of blood going on ; the os uteri was about the size of a florin piece, and within was distinctly to be felt the piacenta all round, hut detached and free at its posterior margin, or sacral side. The os and cervix uteri were more rigid than might have been expected, considering the quantity of blood lost and the patient's extremely exhausted condition. And now, although there was in this case more to be feared than to be hoped, yet we agreed upon a definite and a decided course of treatment, and which in the end proved to be effective and successful.
From the first she was sustained with small, and frequently-repeated, quantities of brandy and milk, and added to this she had every hour, or two hours, either'Sij., 3i., or 5ss. of the liquid extract of ergot. The membranes were at once ruptured. One of Barnes' smaller sized bags was inserted within the os, and it was then inflated by means of an airpump, and the tampon, formed of handkerchiefs, was carefully introduced until the vagina was completely filled up, and until it projected somewhat from the vulva.
The tampon was now firmly supported by means of a pad, the T and abdominal bandage. Within a couple of hours we saw that our patient was beginning to show symptoms of improvement; the uterus was beginning to contract, as was evident from the recurring pains. At the end of the third hour the tampon and the other appliances were removed. The os had dilated a little further, a bag of a larger size was again inserted, the tampon, pad and bandages were all placed as before. Thi~ was done five or six times at intervals of two or three hours, until at last, when withdrawn, it was found that the os had dilated sufficiently to allow the head of a seven months' child to fall through and descend into the pelvis. The foetus was then, with the slightest assistance, easily brought away, the placenta very soon followed, the uterus gradually contracted, and the case gave us no further grounds for anxiety, as far as ha~morrhage was concerned. From this time the patient went on well, and I was informed afterwards that she made a good recovery.
Allow me now to say that, however interesting the relation of a case of unavoidable hsemorrhage may be considered, it is not on that account, neither is it because of the complete success with which our efforts were crowned, that I bring the subject now before you, but that I may direct your attention to the manner in which the tampon in such cases should be used, if we are to expect any good results from it. To act efficiently, the vagina must be well filled, indeed firmly packed, with the material of which the plug is formed, and until it becomes prominent at the vulva ; and, as already stated, the pad, T, and abdominal bandage should then he so firmly applied as to produce the necessary amount of pressure.
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Thus~ with the pressure upon the tampon below, by means of the pad and T bandage, and the pressure which is brought to bear upon the contents of the uterus (the foetus), by means of the abdominal bandage above, you have exerted a force and a counterforce which must, operating and co-operating mechanically upon each other, shut up the mouths of the vessels which lie between the opposing forces so efficiently as to prevent them from pouring out any more blood.
Introduce the plug, as [I have occasionally seen it~ in a perfunctory manner, it does not serve any good purpose, and it had better be dispensed with altogether ; but if introduced promptly and efficiently adjusted, as I have endeavoured to describe the operation~ it will be the means of saving many a life.
THEORIES OF COLOUR~FERCEPTION,
DR. SWAN M. BURNETT, of Washington, I). C., elaborately discusses, in the July number of The American Journal of the Medical Sciences, the various theories of colour-perception~ and points out that none of them accounts in a consistent manner for all the phenomena of normal and abnormal coloured-vision, and that, moreover, there are certain objections on physical grounds which, with our present knowledge of the laws of molecular and wave-motion, are insurmountable. He advances a theory which he thinks meets the requirements of the case in the light of recently acquired knowledge. He holds that it is essential to do away with the idea of the retina as a differentiating organ, and that it should be looked upon simply as a receiving and transmitting structure which shall give up faithfully to the optic nerve the impressions made upon it by the waves of the luminiferous ether. These impressions are carried by the nerve to the brain, and are there properly differentiated and converted into sensations. He believes that by this means all the phenomena of colourperception and colour-blindness can be explained in a natural and consistent manner, without the necessity of imagining new tissues, or novel or unusual reactions of these tissues to light. Dr. Burnett considers the retina,to be a substance whose ultimate structure is such as to allow it to respond at one and at the same time to a large number of ethereal vibrations ; at least such a number as shall be represented by the clearly distinguishable colours of the spectrum. His theory, Dr. Buruett holds, explains the phenomena of defects in colour-pereeption, and receives support from biology and embryology.
